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PREHEARSAL. 


1. That the Reftraining Laws made againft the Diffenters in the Reign of K. Char. 
2. were on Account of their Seditious and Rebellious Pra€tices. , 

a. The Kjag was the Great Favourer of the Diffeaters, and the Parlizment againit 
them. With their Gratefull Return to the King! i 


3. Their Excufe for it. 
4. The Plea 


Examin’d, That the: Whiggs and . Diffenters Advance, moft, of, the, 


Money upon Publick Funds, wherein what a Trae Charch-man is, is Explain’d. 
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(1.) Country-man. “YOU faid in your 
if y laft, Afafier, That 


the  Reffrasming 
Laws made againft Conventicles in the Reign 
of K.' Char. 2. were on Account of their Se- 
ditisus and Rebelliows Practices. But the Di/- 
fenters fay they Ought not to take your word, 
and you give no Preof. 

Rehearfal. ¥ have offer’d them a Lift of 
their Con/piractes and Rebellions in that Reign, 
both in England, Scotland, and Ireland, But 
they know it too well I fuppofe to Defire a 
Sight of it. Therefore for the PrefentI will 
Jotify what Ihave faid, by the Anthority of 
feveral A&s of Parliament. The A& made 
16 Car, 2.\to Prevent and fupprefs Seditious Con- 
vemitlés, Cap.-4, §.2. is in thefe words, For 
providing therefore of further and more Speedy 


Remedies againft the Growing and Dangerous | 


Praftices of Seditious Settaries, and other Dif-' 
loyal. porfons, who under Pretence of tender Con- 
feiences, do at their Meetings Contrive Infurretti- 
ons, as late Experience bath fhewed. Yet the 
AL allows of five befides the Family to meet 
for their Religions Worfhip, in any Private 
Houfe. 

But this not Reftraining thefe Conventicles, 
Another 4é& was made 22 Car. 2. which be- 
gins in like manner, For providing further and 
more [peedy Remedies againft the Growing and 
Dangerous Praétices of Seditious Seftaries, and 
other Difloyal perfons, who under Pretence of Ten- 
der Con{ciences, have, or may at their Mettings 
contrive Infurreétions, as late Experience hath 
Shewen, This A& Reftrain’d the Number of 
the Afeeters, befides the Family where they 
Met, to Four, But Abated the Fine from five 
Pounds to five Shillings. Which did not fhew 
a Terrible Perfecuting Temper. But that the 
Government fought to Reclaim them by the 
Gentleft Methods that it Cou’d. And what 
Effe&t this Adethod had, did Appear in the 
Rye-Houfe. and feveral other ConJpiracies, to 


we ot ¢ 
or 6 Atonths Imprifonment.-: And the. Third, 
Offence.was Tranfportation, or to Pay an; fluge 
dred Pounds: And Efcape,or Return.on Tran/= 
portation, without. Licence, was maderkarys. 
This «kept * them pretty,Oaser. » Andy they, 
Continu’d\ under: this:24 for. 6 years. Which, 
being thought'a fufficient: time of Txyaljand, 
in Hopes,that they wau’dnow grow Goad, 
without thefe Penalties, they were all Remite 
ted, and only five, Shillings. Requir’d. for, the, 
fir Offence, and Ten, Shillings for the ady 345 
or 4th Offence, and no more;or other Pera4ltys 
as oft as they \fhow'd Tranfgre/s. . 4... 3 


(2.) This AG of Graceand Mercy, was-Chief- 
ly. Procun’d by the King’s Super-abundant Goad, 
nefs to thefe Diffenters. Nor didihe, think, this 
Enough. For.2 Years-after, it’1672.-he,~py 
his Reyal Declaration of Indulgence fet them. quite 
Free trom. all the Penalties even ‘of; this; Act, 
and let them open their Conventiclesagain, 
This the Parliament did Highly Refent. Buc 
the King Struggl’d on’ Behalf of 7the ,Di- 
fenters, for -which they now call: him, a. Fy- 
rant and a Perfecmor !\ According. to. .cheir 
ufval Gratitude to. Kings !, But, .while.,they 
were Pattaking of his. Favour, they put ano- 
ther Face upon the Matter. Yet 4éed, like 
Themfelves {till. For as. foon, as they. found 
themfelves.. thus Freed from, the Shaghles., of 
the Lam, by the. Grace of the, Kig,.they 
Immediatly fet to, their old Work of . Llorting 
his Ruin, and let him not. have; a..Quiee 
Hour after, till he, was Forc’d, for,.his.owa 
Prefervation, to have Recourfe tonthes Lams 
again, after the Diffolution of the Panija- 
ment at.Oxferd. And thenthey were, Saie 
again, as foon as they; faw the King andthe 
Law on. one fide. And all, was. well_atter, 
while that. Xing Liv’d...But his Brother K. 
James gave'them another Judugence, of which 
they made good ufe to his Advantage! As 
they ever had Done! . 





the Oxford Parliament, afew years before the 
Death of that King. 

By the .4ét before nam’d the 16th, of this 
King, the firft Fault of being Prefent at a 
Conventicle with more than the Number pre- 
{crib’d,.was Five Pounds, or 3 Months Jmpro- | 
fonment,” The Second Offence was Tex Pounds, 


( 3.) Country-m, But they fay, That both 
thefe Kings had Hidden Defigns, and beltow’d 
thefe Great Favours on the, Profeftant Diffen- 
ters, on Purpofe to work it in yme, shat 
the Popifh Diffenters might come in , forge 
Share of the fame. Freedom fram, the Fete pt 
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the Penal Laws, which had been Granted to 
the Proteftant Diffenters. 

Rehear{. This,{ confefs, was putting the 
Bef Conftruttion upon Favours Receiv’d! But 
let itbe fo. For I will not Difpuce that Point. 
It is Natural for aay King, as, well as any 
other Man, to with Eafe at leaft, and Free- 
dom from Perfecution to thofe of his own Per- 
fwafion. But the Objection had come better 
from, any other Hand, than from thofe who 
were Equally Obnoxious to the Laws, who 
Accepted of this Indulgence (tho’ they now 
fay they faw the Pernicious Defign was Hid 
under it) and made fuch violent Addreffes 
of Thanks for it! With new Vows of. Perpe- 
tual Loyalty, and calling God to Witnefs the 
Sincerity of their Hearts: And face to. make 
a $eft of it, and own it as their Merit, that 
they did all this on Purpofe to Deceive, and, 
by that means, to Ruin their Benefactor |! Who 
make fuch Loud Profeffions of their Abhorrence 
of all Perfecution for Religion! Yet. Grudge, 
shat any fhou’d be Free from it but Them- 
felves! As they have fhew’d, and now fhew 
it Plentifully in Scosland. And whenever and 
wherever they had the Power. At all which 
Times and Places,as formerly in England, fo 
at this Day in Scotland, they ‘Declare all To- 
leration to’be Eftablifhing Iniquity by aLaw! 
See the Principles of the Englifh Diffenters 
concerning Toler ation, lately Re-Printed Here. 
And yoa will be fafficiently Satisfy’d of this. 
And that their» Principles are the fame, the 
very fame in the Point of Toleration, with 
their Good Brethren in Scotland, And if ever 
they fhou’d Gain the Power here, as they 
have Gotit there, they will give you furttier 
Demonftv ation ! : ; 

Country-m. We defire no more of their De- 
snonftrations |. They are very Pungent! They 
have left Holes in my Sides fince the laft time 
they Goaded me. 


( 4.) But Maffer,the Obfervator of the 4 sth. 
Inftant, Vol. 5. N. 26. has found out a way 
zo Torn all our late Wsfories to the Account 
of the Whiggs and Diffenters, tho’ they were 
obtain’d by Church Generals, and Fought by 
Church Soldiers. ' 

Rebear{, This Account will prove, I doubt, 
like that of the'B0co Martyrs, of which we 
fpoke in our Laft. But let us hear it. 

Country-m. He puts it upon the Whiggs and 
Diffenters having Advanc’d Money upon the 
Loans, without which fays he, the Duke of 
ALARLBOROUGH cow d not have obtain’d one 
Viltory, and particalarly the Laft. And he 
go’s on and fays, Now, had we had a High- 
Church Minifiry, a Tacking TREASURER, 
am whofe hands the People cou’d not truft their 
‘Money, inftead of having a Glorious Vittory— 
then he fhews you how we had been Ua- 
done. ‘ 

Rebearf. Thefe Men Amufe the World 
with Words. They put Whigg and Tory, High 
and Low-Charch upon whom they pleafe, and 
as it ferves their Turn. But let us Examin 
this Matter a little? 

I have many times before told what a 
Whigg is, what thefe Men mean bya Whigg, 
that is, one that is for De-Collating and De- 
Truncating, for a goth. of Fannary or a Rye- 








te 


Houfe-Whig gifm, for a Di ‘y or Wet Marryrdage 
in fhort, for an Ob/creztor or Reviwm WHIGg. * 
ISM- Thefe are the Whiggs againt whom 





I have fpoke, atid have fully Explain’d my 


felf. Now «let the Obfervator or Reviey 


fhew how many of thefe put their Afga : 


into the Loans, let them Name them, or Some 
of them, that we may fee their Number, 
and whether the Lj? of thefe their Meroe, 
will, Exceed that of their Adwtyrs! Thus miuch 
for their Whiggs of which they Boaft. 

Now for the Diffenters whom they Jein 
with thefe Whigg: in this Money-Merir, They - 
can be Diltinguifd but intd two forts frp 
thofe whe are Difcatersupon Principle land 
think it: Unluwfil td: Join ia our Covvannion 
aud therefore Coime -hot to our Churches'at 
all. Secondly, the Occafional-Conformifts, who 
tho’ they come fometimes to “Church, for Fac 
luable Confiderations, yet Love the Meetings 
better, and Reckon themfelves Ot their Com 
muntien. 4 ’ \ 

‘We muft Diftinguith #hofe whom we «aij 
Church- Men too in thelike Manner. There 
are Church-Men upon Prineipley who keep 
Contftantly to the Church, aud never go to 
Meetings, Vhere are others who will g0 
fometimes to a Adceting, but.in Regard their 
more Frequent Commevion is with the Church 
they are Denominated Church-Men. j 

Thefe are the. true DiftinGions of both. 
Church-Men and, Difenters. As to that of 
High and Low Courch,1 have often betore 
taken Notice, that it was Broach’d by choke,’ 
who had a Mind, under that Diftinétion, to 
Divide our Church, and to Blacken the Whole 
Church. One Man may have.an Higher No- 
tion than Another of the Church, but he mut 
be Reckon’d a True Cliwch- Man, who keeps 
Conftantly to the Church, and Goes. no. where 
Elle. | | 
Now of thefe who are Church-M€en,, you 
will find Adore in the Loans all along, than 
of allthe other Sorts put together. And this 
is Notorioully known. Might not. I then Re- 
tort the: Complement with which this Obfervator 
Concludes his Argament,For Shame, TUTCHe 
IN! Don't think to Fun the World at this 
Rate. 

Which of thefe Church-Men do you calla 
Whigg or a Differter? Name him, that he 
may take you by the Nofe, This is the way 
thefe Men Amuje the Cromd, to make them 
think their Sereagth.is Great! When, Alaf, 
they are not {0 Confiderable, but only. make 
a Noife like Crackers, but do as little E.xecu 
tion, unlefs Folks be Frighted at them! That 
is all the Danger - ‘ 

The Balk and Weight of the Nation is 
with the Church, It is the Charch-men who 
Advanse the Adoney, and Fight our Battles. 
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